
few weeks ago in the Sunday morning service, we had a word 
taken away from us. During this season of preparation prior 
to Easter, the word is one that is rarely uttered in worship. 
Knowing what is coming, knowing what is going to take 

place on that Good Friday at Calvary, this word is hard to express. 
Michael shared 
with the children 
during his 
Children’s Time 
message that it 
was a word that 
we often think 
of when angels 
sing. He held up 
a large piece of 
paper with the 
word of praise 
printed on it. 
He then folded 
it, placed it a 

baggie, and told the children he was going to bury the word. On 
Easter morning, he will dig the word up, bring it back to the service, 
and then they will shout together in joy, A________a!

Since we “took” that word away, I have found myself being more 
attentive to words of praise and appreciation. I have had my ears 
perk up when I’ve heard encouraging and uplifting expressions 
shared. It is amazing how when something, even as simple as a 
word, is taken away, we find ourselves hungering for what we once 
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Buried Underneath
took for granted. 

I was reading some news online this week when I saw a story 
about a children’s chorus in Detroit. An elementary school’s chorus 
had learned the words to Pharrell Williams’ Happy. You might not 
know this song by name, but I’ll bet you might have heard it. I first 
noticed the song when it appeared in Despicable Me 2. It is a catchy, 
fun song about feeling joy and wanting to share that wonderful 
feeling with others. These young kids not only sang, but moved 
perfectly in time as they danced with beaming smiles. 

The next article I read was about a teenager in Louisville, 
KY, who set up an Instagram account for his eighty-year-old 
grandmother. This account allowed the young man to post pictures 
of his grandmother online for anyone to see. One of his first posts 
was his Grandma Betty dancing to this same song, Happy. While 
her moves were not as intricate as the kids in Detroit, her smile was 
just as big. She was proud to let everyone know that despite her 
diagnosis of cancer, she had something be happy about. 

It was not long after I read this that I turned my attention 
back to the missing airliner and the crisis in the Ukraine. I read 
about another political scandal, a Hollywood star entering rehab, 
and a fire that destroyed a family home. I thought about how many 
days in our lives, we cannot say that word that is “hidden” during 
Lent. Our hearts cannot offer such praise because we can be so 
overwhelmed by all that we see as wrong. But I am reminded, by 
a dancing grandmother and a chorus of young angelic voices, that 
there are moments of joy, praise, and love buried underneath the 
mountain of hurt and pain.  

–Thomas Quisenberry

A

We are hosting families
April 20–26.

Volunteers are needed.
Details coming soon.



I recently saw two separate Facebook posts about things learned 
from a piano/music teacher. In both cases, the writer was not a 
professional musician, but recognized that things learned in music 
lessons applied to all of life. I hope you know me well enough to realize 
that I absolutely agree with that. Both individual lessons and being part 
of a choir have benefits that far exceed your musical participation, 
although studies show that music has healing mental and physical 
effects. Below is the shorter of the two lists I read. I have offered some 
expanded thoughts. I welcome hearing from you about your experiences 
with music lessons and if you have discovered other vital lessons. As 
you read this, our School of Fine Arts offers individual lessons in piano, 
voice, clarinet, violin, trumpet, percussion, flute, saxophone and guitar 
to over 80 children, teens and adults. Several of those students are able 
to have this opportunity because of scholarships offered through our 
Jonathan Crutchfield Scholarship Fund. We are becoming aware of 
even more folks who can’t afford private lessons. Our fund is beginning 
to run low, so I hope you will consider making a contribution to it. It is 
as simple as noting the designation on your check or with your online 
donation. I thank you in advance!

Things I learned from my piano teacher:
•	 Don’t practice your mistakes.

(Anything we do repeatedly becomes a part of who we are, 
we need to be careful that we don’t embody those things that 
tear down others.)

•	 When performing, keep going even if you miss a note.
(Don’t let the little stumbles in life incapacitate you.)

•	 Dissonance is not always ugly.
 (Differences/diversity are part of being a healthy community.)

•	 Sometimes soft sounds really loud.
 (Amidst the screaming of the world, God’s voice is often the 
quiet one.)

•	 The way to overcome natural tendencies is to exaggerate the 
opposite tendency.
(Overcoming our faults takes intentionality.)

•	 Some music is more beautiful than it can be played.
 (We will never achieve perfection so there is never a reason 
to quit trying.)

–Jeff Parker

Music Lessons

The Friendship Sunday School class regu-
larly packs weekend food bags – Battle Bags 
– containing individual serving sizes of food 
items such as cereal, peanut butter crackers, 
beanie weenies, applesauce, raisins, cereal 
bars, etc. to be distributed as needed at Bat-
tle Academy, our partner school. Much of this 
food is donated by our church members; oth-
er items are purchased using funds given by 
individuals and Sunday School classes. Addi-
tional donations are always welcome and can 
be made online at www.fbcchattanooga.org or 
through our finance office (please put “Battle 
Bags” in the memo line of your check.) Below, 
Patty Streip, Family Partnership Specialist at 
Battle Academy, shares how Battle Bags make 
an impact on students.

It’s impossible to quantify the impact of the 
Battle Bags – how DO you quantify the differ-
ence that feeding hungry children makes? So 
let me share a couple of specific situations 
in which those bags have made a difference.

Over the past few years the extended-stay 
hotel near Battle Academy has become a 
landing point for many families, some new 
to Chattanooga, some displaced from pre-
vious homes, but most unable to secure an 
apartment or house. Others are transient and 
know that Chattanooga isn’t their ultimate 
destination. Their elementary-age kids attend 
Battle (often for a very short time). When a 
family lives at that hotel, they’re living in one 
room – one room that doesn’t have a stove, 
a full-sized refrigerator, or storage space for 
food essentials. They’re living with a mini-
fridge and a microwave. And they’re living in 
a part of town without a nearby grocery store, 
only a convenience store next door – and we 
all know how expensive food is there. Ready 
access to food would be limited even if they 

had reliable transportation and a full kitchen. 
For kids living there, the food in the Battle 
Bags means they have something to eat that 
doesn’t require refrigeration or cooking or 
money their parents don’t have for overpriced 
food.

For one of our families, the bags helped 
them get through the time immediately after 
the father was deported to his native Guate-
mala in January, leaving behind a 2nd grader, 
a 3rd grader and an 8-months-pregnant wife. 
Their home – a rental duplex on the South-
side – has no source of heat other than an 
unvented kerosene heater that keeps one 
room warm. Each room has only one electri-
cal outlet, by the way – this is substandard 
housing at its worst. The day we first went to 
the home, the hot water heater wasn’t work-
ing and the pipes had frozen; the refrigerator 
wasn’t holding a safe temperature. Being able 
to provide a supply of food meant one less 
worry for a mother who already was so afraid 
of what might happen to her and her kids (all 
of whom are American citizens), not to men-
tion bringing a newborn home to a dark and 
cold residence. The “village” pulled together 
to provide an electric heater that same day, 
then baby necessities, groceries, hot cooked 
meals on occasion and Spanish-speaking re-
sources to help the mom to secure some of 
their basic needs. But the Battle Bags filled 
an immediate need and continue to provide 
much-appreciated food for two growing boys 
and a nursing mom.

In a country of so much plenty, it some-
times goes unnoticed how many have so lit-
tle – but the simple gift of a bag of snacks 
can change a child’s day and his or her view 
of the world. Words can’t express how much 
that means.    

Battle Bags



On the Calendar
March / April 2014
Wednesday,  March  26,  2014
Fellowship  Meal 5:00PM
Preschool  Mission  Experience 6:00PM
Children's  Mission  Experience 6:00PM
Youth  Gathering 6:00PM
Epiphanies  (Study/Discussion) 6:00PM
Wednesday  Evening  Bible  Study 6:00PM
Adult  Handbell  Choir  Rehearsal 6:00PM
Adult  Choir  Rehearsal 7:15PM
Thursday,  March  27,  2014
English  as  a  Second  Language  (ESL)  Classes 9:30AM
Shower  Ministry 2:00PM
Dinner  with  Mustard  Tree  Ministries 6:00PM
Women's  Lenten  Bible  Study  Groups 7:30PM
Saturday,  March  29,  2014
English  as  a  Second  Language  (ESL)  Classes 4:00PM
Sunday,  March  30,  2014
Sunday  School  /  Bible  Study 9:30AM
Fellowship  Time 10:30AM
Worship 11:00AM
Youth  Choir 4:30PM
Youth  Supper 5:30PM
Youth  Bible  Study 6:00PM
Monday,  March  31,  2014
Bridge  of  Hope  (CWJC)  Class 5:30PM
Wednesday,  April  2,  2014
Fellowship  Meal 5:00PM
Preschool  Mission  Experience 6:00PM
Children's  Mission  Experience 6:00PM
Youth  Gathering 6:00PM
Epiphanies  (Study/Discussion) 6:00PM
Wednesday  Evening  Bible  Study 6:00PM
Adult  Handbell  Choir  Rehearsal 6:00PM
Adult  Choir  Rehearsal 7:15PM
Youth  Ministry  Leadership  Team 7:15PM
Thursday,  April  3,  2014
English  as  a  Second  Language  (ESL)  Classes 9:30AM
First  Friends  Luncheon 11:30AM
Shower  Ministry 2:00PM
Dinner  with  Mustard  Tree  Ministries 6:00PM
Women's  Lenten  Bible  Study  Groups 7:30PM
Friday,  April  4,  2014
Parents'  Night  Out 6:00PM
Saturday,  April  5,  2014
English  as  a  Second  Language  (ESL)  Classes 4:00PM
Sunday,  April  6,  2014
Church-‐Wide  Breakfast 9:45AM
Worship 11:00AM
Dogwood  Commi[ee 12:15PM
Youth  Choir 4:30PM
Adult  Choir  Rehearsal 5:00PM
Youth  Supper 5:30PM
Youth  Bible  Study 6:00PM
Monday,  April  7,  2014
WMU  Spring  Luncheon 12:00PM
Bridge  of  Hope  (CWJC)  Class 5:30PM
Wednesday,  April  9,  2014
First  Friends  Council 11:00AM
Fellowship  Meal 5:00PM
Preschool  Mission  Experience 6:00PM
Children's  Mission  Experience 6:00PM
Youth  Gathering 6:00PM
Epiphanies  (Study/Discussion) 6:00PM
Wednesday  Evening  Bible  Study 6:00PM
Adult  Handbell  Choir  Rehearsal 6:00PM
Adult  Choir  Rehearsal 7:15PM

Please note!
Our heating/cooling system will 
be switched from winter mode to 
summer mode on April 3. That means 
you may wish to have a sweater with 
you beginning 
Sunday, April 6, 
if the weather 
is cool outside. 
We are not 
able to switch 
back to heating 
mode once the 
boiler has been 
shut off.

Deacon-Sponsored
Church-Wide Breakfast

Sunday, April 6, Fellowship Hall
9:45-10:45AM

This breakfast event will take the place of 
Sunday School and will include all ages!

All you need to do is come – the deacons 
will bring and serve the food!

Day at Dogwood
Saturday, April 12, 9:00AM-4:00PM

This is our day of “spring cleaning” to 
prepare Dogwood Lodge and its property for 
the busy summer months ahead. We will be 
cleaning, landscaping, doing construction 
and repairs, and painting. There will be 
something for everyone. Please come out and 
help us prepare this beautiful property for 
our summer guests. For more information, 
please call Rusty Rouse: 423.605.5689.

Friday, April 4, 6:00-10:00PM
Cost: $6/child or $12/family

RSVP to Anna by Wednesday, April 2
423.648.2542

anna@fbcchattanooga.org

Thursday, April 3, 11:30AM
Fellowship Hall

Ethan McGrath, pianist, will present the 
program. The menu includes a chicken salad 
plate, roll, and an Easter cupcake. The cost 
for the meal is $7. 

Please make your reservation by Sunday,  
March 30 by signing-up in your Sunday 
School class, or by contacting Frances 
(423.648.2543/frances@fbcchattanooga.org).

First
Friends

Luncheon

UPCOMING 
MISSION 
EVENTS

SPRING MISSIONS LUNCHEON:  Don 
and Janet Pittman, Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship (CBF) field personnel to the 
Middle East, will be guest speakers at the 
Spring Missions Luncheon on Monday, April 8, 
at 12:00Noon in the Fellowship Hall. Tickets 
will be available for $7.00 each on Sunday, 
March 30, in the second floor lobby outside 
the church office and Wednesdays, March 26 
and April 2, in the Fellowship Hall. This is 
a church-wide mission event for all men and 
women. Childcare is available upon request.

SPRING MISSION OFFERINGS:  During 
the Lenten Season, we have an opportunity to 
give to special offerings for global and North 
American missions. Church members have 
envelopes dated March 2 for these sacrificial 
offerings which go to spread the gospel in 
far flung places. Offerings will be taken 
for Global Missions (Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship), which makes no distinction 
between home missions and international 
missions, and/or the Annie Armstrong 
Easter Offering for North American Missions 
(Southern Baptist Convention). You may give 
to either or both offerings. The offerings will 
be open until the end of April.

Field personnel such as Don and Janet 
Pittman in the Middle East have their salaries 
and expenses paid by the Cooperative 
Baptist Fellowship. Some of the funds raised 
through the Global Missions Offering go 
toward salaries for career appointees.

All of the funds raised by the Annie 
Armstrong Offering for North American 
Missions go towards spreading the gospel 
in the United States and Canada. Now 
that refugees from all over the world are 
immigrating to North America, many more 
missionaries ministering to ethnic groups 
are needed.
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 Ministerial & Support Staff

Direct Dial
 Business Office 423.648.2547
 Education Office 423.648.2542
 Music Office 423.648.2543
 Pastor’s Office 423.648.2540
 Facilities Supervisor 423.648.2548

Sunday Morning, Regular Schedule
 9:30 AM Bible Study / Sunday School

 10:30 AM Fellowship Time

 11:00 AM Worship

ATTENDANCE  FOR  3/9/2014     ATTENDANCE  FOR  3/16/2014  
211   Worship         225   Worship  
   13   Worship  Care             10   Worship  Care  
224   WORSHIP  TOTAL      235   WORSHIP  TOTAL  
235   Sunday  School        245   Sunday  School  
  
Finance  Report  
  

Budget  receipts  for  the  week  of  3/9/14   $  15,867.94  
Other  receipts  on  3/9/14   626.00  
   Total  for  week  as  of  3/9/14   $  16,493.94  
  

Budget  receipts  for  the  week  of  3/16/14   $      8,274.00  
Other  receipts  on  3/16/14   410.00  
   Total  for  week  as  of  3/16/14     $      8,684.00  
  

Weekly  needs  in  T  &  O  to  meet  budget   $  15,673.08  
  

Mar.  Year-‐to-‐Date  Receipts   $450,426.26  
Mar.  Year-‐to-‐Date  Expenses   $472,534.21  
YTD  Actual-‐Loss   ($    22,107.95)  
   As  of  3/18/14  
  

  
  
  

  

  


